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CARR, HON. JESSE DOUGLAS, Pioneer Californian, Man of Affairs Throughout a long and 
notable life, which extended through almost all of the nineteenth century and the opening years 
in the twentieth, Hon. Jesse Douglas Carr was constantly active in the building up of the great 
undeveloped empire of the West. From modest circumstances he became one of the largest and 
wealthiest land owners in California, a friend of presidents, a powerful and picturesque figure in 
the life of the States, long after the generation of 49ers to which he belonged had passed to well-
earned repose. He witnessed the marvelous transformation of the trans-Mississippi desert into the 
fertile and flourishing region it is; he early sensed its possibilities and shared in the prosperity 
attending its later development, a development to which he himself, through his many successes, 
contributed in no small degree.  
 
Mr. Carr was a member of a prominent American family, the earliest of the name on this 
continent being William Carr, born in London in 1609, who came to Plymouth in 1621 on the 
ship "Fortune," Captain Roger Williams in command. He arrived at Plymouth on November 7, 
stayed in the colony during the following winter, and on June 1, 1622, started in a southwesterly 
direction through the track less wilderness. After a journey on foot of forty-eight days, he and his 
companions settled on the site where Bristol, Rhode Island, was later built. Here he died in 1672.  
 
Robert Carr, a member of a collateral branch of the same family, came to America from Ireland, 
settling, in the early part of the eighteenth century, in South Carolina. He is said to have had a 
large family. One of the sons, John Carr, married and also had a son John, who was born in 
South Carolina, on September 6, 1773. On November 22, 1791, he married Sally Cage, at her 
birthplace in Sumner County, Tennessee, and of this marriage fourteen children were born.  
 
Jesse Douglas Carr, of this record, thirteenth child of John and Sally (Cage) Carr, was born in 
Sumner County, Tennessee, on June 10, 1814. He attended the district schools near his father s 
farm, and at the age of sixteen years began work in the store of Elder Brothers, at Cairo, Illinois. 



Two years later he came to Nashville, Tennessee, and for six years thereafter was employed in 
this city as a clerk. His savings at this time amounted to about one thousand dollars, and in 
association with his former employer, Larkin Wood, he established a general merchandise 
business at Memphis. With the removal of the Chickasaw and Choctaw Indians to Arkansas, land 
became available to settlers in north Mississippi and West Tennessee, and Memphis soon 
became a most important business center. Mr. Carr was quick to see the possibilities of the town, 
and under his able supervision the affairs of Wood and Carr, in which he was a partner, 
prospered immensely. At this juncture, however, his associate, Mr. Wood, became mentally 
incompetent, to the consequent embarrassment of the business. Resuming operations 
independently, Mr. Carr was able to discharge a debt of $20,000 within two years, and in six 
years’ time he disposed of his holdings for $40,000. He was accounted one of the most able and 
progressive business men of the State at that time, and it is worthy to note that he constructed the 
first brick house in Memphis.  
 
Seeking larger opportunities, Mr. Carr went to New Orleans in 1843 and there engaged in the 
cotton commission business, but a series of un fortunate reverses attended his efforts. In the hope 
of retrieving his fortunes, he secured an appointment as sutler in the army, the Mexican War 
being then in progress, but misfortune still followed him. On February 24, 1847, General Uria, 
with three thousand troops of the Mexican army, captured the supply train on which were Mr. 
Carr’s goods, valued at $40,000, and killed or captured all but eighteen of the one hundred and 
eighty persons with the train. As the commanding officer had found it expedient to disobey 
orders, Mr. Carr was called to give his testimony at an inquiry before General Zachary Taylor, 
and the acquaintance thus formed soon ripened into a warm friendship. General Taylor afterward 
expressed the opinion that the sack of the supply train was indirectly responsible for the 
American victory at the battle of Buena Vista. General Uria was apparently under the 
misapprehension that half a million in gold was being carried to pay the American army, and his 
three thousand troops, which would have insured a Mexican victory at Buena Vista, were 
diverted to its capture.  
 
Mr. Carr remained in Mexico after the conclusion of hostilities until, by fortunate investments, 
he had recouped some of his losses. In 1849 he returned to New Orleans and was there stricken 
with the prevalent cholera, but recovered in time to proceed to Washington for the inauguration 
of General Taylor as president of the United States. From that time on he was the personal friend 
of every president until the time of his death. At Washington, Mr. Carr retained his interest in 
western developments, and when Congress passed a bill authorizing the Secretary of War to 
furnish every properly registered person, who would undertake the journey to California, with 
firearms at government expense, he availed himself immediately of the opportunity. He was the 
second man to register under this law, and was appointed deputy to Colonel James Collier, 
collector of the Port of San Francisco. After a hazardous journey, Mr. Carr arrived at San 
Francisco on August 18, 1849, although Colonel Collier did not come west before November of 
that year, and for the intervening few months Mr. Carr was acting collector under the military 
collector, Mr. Harrison. When Colonel Collier finally arrived, Mr. Carr assisted in organizing the 
office, and continued the duties of his position for about a year.  
 
In the California of that day he soon became recognized as a leader, and upon his retirement as 
assistant collector, he was nominated for assemblyman, and elected a member of the first 



California Legislature. He held many important committee appointments and was active in 
constructive work. He introduced and secured the passage of the first Funding Bill for  
San Francisco providing for funding the debt at 10% (warrants were drawing 3% per month). 
Aside from his services in the public interest, Mr. Carr was interested financially in various 
mining projects, and bought and sold extensively in the real estate market. In 1852 he became 
part-owner of the Pulgas ranch, and in that year also, removed to Pajaro Valley in Santa Cruz 
County where he immediately assumed an important place in the life of the section, and was 
honored by the electorate in being chosen supervisor of the county.  
 
Purchasing part of the Salsupuedas ranch, he engaged in stock raising and farming for several 
years in a very successful way. In 1859, however, he removed to Salinas, in Monterey County, 
which was to be his home thereafter until the time of his death, and here continued his various 
business activities. About this time the importance of dependable stage lines in the growth of the 
West began to take root, and in 1866, Mr. Carr began the operation of such a line, bringing the 
first mail from Virginia City, Nevada, to Boise, Idaho, a highly hazardous undertaking. In the 
years from 1866 to 1870, he was the largest stage contractor on the Pacific Coast, his contracts 
amounting to as much as $300,000 a year. During all this period he carried the mails from 
Oroville, California, to Portland, Oregon. Meanwhile he gradually acquired very large property 
holdings in the Salinas Valley, disposing of his holdings in later years at handsome profit. In 
Modoc County alone, he owned 20,000 acres, on which he maintained large herds of cattle and 
horses, and in the improvement of the standard breeds in California, no man played a more 
important part. He imported the finest strains obtainable, and was much interested especially in 
racing stock, breeding and owning "Sweet Marie," a famous racer in her time.  
 
Mr. Carr established the Monterey County Bank in Salinas City, of which he was president for 
many years, ably directing its affairs along the pathway of success. He served also as president of 
the Bank of Monterey, of which institution Mr. Henry, father of Mrs. Herbert Hoover, was 
cashier. Always an active man, he was happiest when employed in some constructive work, and 
in spite of the extent and importance of his business interests, he was closely in contact with 
every plan for civic progress and growth. Politically a member of the Democratic party, he 
served on the board of freeholders that framed the city charter of Salinas, and although he would 
never consent to seek office for himself, he was known throughout the State as one of the leading 
members of his party, in whose councils he was very active. Mr. Carr also served as president of 
the Monterey district Agricultural Association, also the State Agricultural Association. His many 
and varied contacts brought him unusual prestige, and the full weight of his authority was often 
thrown at crucial moments in favor of some great public improvement, with decisive effect. He 
was a member of Salinas Lodge, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and the California Pioneers.  
 
Hon. Jesse Douglas Carr was twice married; (first), on October 27, 1836, to Louisa A. Brewer, of 
Nashville, Tennessee, who died on November 4, 1840. Of this marriage there are two children: 1. 
Larkin W., whose life is recorded in the sketch following. 2. John S., now deceased, formerly of 
San Francisco, and the father of three children; Sterling D., who served for a time as United 
States District Attorney for California; Jessie R., and Florida. Mr. Carr married (second), on May 
24, 1843, Elizabeth Woods, who died on May 17, 1864. Two daughters were born of this 
marriage: 1. Jessie D., widow of Henry W. Scale, of San Francisco. In her will she provided 
$125,000 to establish and maintain a chair to be known as the Jesse D. Carr Chair of Agriculture 



in the Department of Agriculture at the University of California, Berkeley, California. 2. Louisa 
A., who died in infancy.  
 
Mr. Carr died in Salinas, on December 11, 1903. His passing was sincerely mourned by the 
entire State, to whom he had come to typify all that was best of an earlier generation. The record 
of his career indicates adequately his fine energy and ability, the prevailing power of his 
enthusiasm, and the great benefit to the State and nation of the constructive impulses- of a life 
such as his, so nobly dedicated to the highest ideals. But it can never adequately show the 
personal warmth and charm of his character, or the constant value of his mere presence. The 
memory of his life and work will survive indeed, unto other generations, in years to come.  
 
 
 
CARR, LARKIN W., Executive Larkin W. Carr, son of the Hon. Jesse D. Carr (see the 
preceding biography), was, like his father, a figure of extraordinary importance in the world of 
affairs in the West. Born at Nashville, Tennessee, on August 31, 1837, he, too, witnessed and 
participated in many of the stirring phases of frontier life, while in later years he was recognized 
as a leader in California business circles.  
 
Mr. Carr first attended the Methodist College at Knoxville, Tennessee, but at the age of fourteen, 
with a younger brother, he journeyed by way of the Isthmus of Panama to San Francisco, where 
he arrived in 1852, joining his father who had made the trip overland three years earlier. The 
determination and resourcefulness displayed by the boy of fourteen in this enterprise were to 
remain striking characteristics of the man in later life. In California he entered Santa Clara 
College to complete his education, and later took up the study of law in the San Francisco offices 
of W. W. Stowe, where he remained through many of the stirring days of vigilante rule in the 
city. In the course of a few years, Mr. Carr became interested in mining operations in the Black 
Hills section of the Dakotas, and to this venture he gave his attention for some time. Returning  
West, he settled at Virginia City, Nevada, and here he became manager of the stage line to Boise 
City, Idaho, which had been established by his father. This work he carried on energetically and 
with the utmost efficiency for a number of years, scouting the hazards incidental to the times and 
the character of the work, and solving successfully all problems which arose. He became 
intimate with many of the most important figures of the West, these acquaintances ripening into 
close and enduring friendships in the course of years. At the time of the first development of 
Arizona, Mr. Carr removed to Monicopa Wells, Pima County, and from this settlement operated 
a stage line to San Diego. His previous experience in this work insured his immediate success in 
the new enterprise, which soon enjoyed a high degree of prosperity. Later, he disposed of a 
portion of this line, between San Diego and Yuma, Arizona, and turned his attention to a general 
merchandise trade with the Indians at Maricopa. He held numerous government contracts and 
was chairman of the Board of Supervisors of Pima County, and in this capacity sent the first 
telegram over the line to California. In 1874, however, he re turned to Tucson, where he began 
the raising and selling of sheep, and also engaged in mining operations. Meeting reverses in both 
these fields, he came again to California, leased a portion of the Gabilan ranch in Monterey 
County from his father, and here established himself in the sheep and cattle-raising business. 
Later he became associated with his father in the operation of a large ranch in Modoc  



County, where they raised blooded cattle and horses, specializing in racing stock. It was here that 
the famous racing mare, "Sweet Marie," was born and trained, as were also great numbers of 
cavalry horses for the United States Army. About 1879, at Benson, Arizona, Mr. Carr began the 
operation of a grain and feed mill, which soon developed into a very large enterprise, and for 
three years he remained in Benson, where he was also very active in political affairs. He was 
foreman of the Grand Jury of Cochise County, of which Tombstone is the county seat, in 1881, 
which tried to curb the lawlessness of Wyatt Earp and his brother, and the other gangs which 
made Tombstone famous during the height of its mining excitement.  
 
In 1882 he moved his milling business to Los Angeles, where he continued it for a period of 
seven years. At the same time he owned and actively engaged in the management of a gold and 
silver mine near Needles. At the end of that time, in 1889, he again entered into partnership with 
his father, who retired soon afterwards, and until the latter s death in 1903, Mr. Carr managed the 
large estate, and supervised the various interests. He made his home in Salinas and Yreka, and 
during all this period, raised enormous quantities of beef cattle for market. Throughout all his 
business career Mr. Carr was always financially interested in some mining project, either a 
developed or an undeveloped property, in which he remained as long as, in his judgment, there 
was a reasonable chance of success. From 1903 until the time of his death, he made his home in 
Los Angeles, where he occupied high place in the affectionate esteem of the community, which 
honored him for his fine ability and his public-spirited services.  
 
Although much of his life was spent on the frontier on the edge of civilization and among a 
rough class of people, often, when he had to be quick on the trigger, and seldom with men of 
education, a very noticeable trait was that he never forgot to be a gentleman and never acquired 
the coarse and rough habits, tastes or manners of his associates.  
 
Mr. Carr supported the principles and the candidates of the Democratic party, while he was 
affiliated fraternally with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. He was always a liberal 
supporter of worthy civic and charitable enterprises, and in this work was very active. His death 
on December 21, 1921, was a severe loss to the community and to the State, in which he had 
lived with honor for so many years.  
 
On December 31, 1873, at San Jose, California, Larkin W. Carr married Artha Linda Armstrong, 
who died in Los Angeles, on July 6, 1927. They were the parents of two children : 1. Jesse 
Douglas, of whom a sketch accompanies this. 2. Louise Brewer, now the last living member of 
this immediate branch of the family, and wife of Dr. Henry H. Koons, a prominent Los Angeles 
physician (q. v.). Mrs. Koons has been very active in the civic, political, and social life of the 
Southwest. She was a leader from the first in the campaign to establish women’s suffrage in 
California, and was chosen State president of the League of Women Voters. Serving as a 
member of the governing board of the Political Equality League, and Chairman of Public Affairs 
of the Friday Morning Club, she was also a member of the first traffic commission of Los 
Angeles, and acted as chairman of the pedestrian committee.  
 
Mrs. Koons has been interested for many years in the cultivation of walnuts, and owns a 
beautiful grove of forty-five acres, located in Orange County. For the past eight years she has 
served as a member of the board of directors of the California Walnut Growers Association, and 



as president of the Orange County Walnut Growers Association, being the only woman in 
California thus honored. She is a member of the Friday Morning Club, a charter member of the 
Woman’s Athletic Club of Los Angeles, and a charter member of the Women s City Club.  
 
Mrs. Koons possesses musical talent and artistic ability to a marked degree, and for three years 
she studied music and the fine arts at Florence, Italy, and other European centers, intending to 
take up operatic work professionally. On her return to America she sang a great deal upon the 
concert stage, but finally abandoned her musical career to devote herself to civic affairs and the 
duties of the home.  
 
 
CARR, JESSE DOUGLAS, Mechanical Engineer A member of a family which has been 
prominent in California history for almost a century, Jesse Douglas Carr was by profession a 
mechanical engineer. His career in his chosen field of endeavor was one of great distinction, and 
he became widely known throughout the West. Mr. Carr, though quiet and unassuming in his 
relations with others, was a man of much determination, and extremely resourceful in solving all 
the problems with which he was confronted in his work. His even-tempered, judicial manner 
cloaked an indomitable energy and a will of steel which recognized no obstacles in attaining the 
goal which he had set. In the hands of these men to-day lies the future of the nation.  
 
Jesse Douglas Carr was born in Monterey County, California, on June 10, 1879, a son of Larkin 
Wood and Artha Linda (Armstrong) Carr, and grandson of the famous California pioneer, Hon. 
Jesse Douglas Carr (q. v.), for whom he was named. He received his preliminary education in 
Belmont School, the well-known preparatory institution, and thereafter undertook the course of 
study in the School of Mechanical Engineering at Stanford University, which he entered in 1899 
and from which he was graduated in 1903. He was active in sports and athletics, both at 
preparatory school and in college, and was elected to Stan ford Chapter of the Phi Kappa Psi 
fraternity.  
 
Shortly after he completed his academic training, Mr. Carr became associated with the Tracy 
Engineering Company, employed at first as draftsman and erecting engineer, but later his 
obvious ability won him merited advancement to positions of confidence and trust. He became 
successively field superintendent and manager of the Los Angeles office, and during the four 
years of his connection with this important company, he contracted for and designed numerous 
power plants, water works, pumping stations, and factory equipments. He made original designs 
for high economy superheated steam power plants, an engineering feat requiring broad 
knowledge and the soundest judgment.  
 
In 1907, Mr. Carr established and organized the Carr Engineering Company, whose affairs he 
directed for a period of two years, specializing in the design and construction of modern pattern 
shops, foundry, and machine shops. He relinquished control of his company to accept an 
appointment by the United States Government as mechanical engineer in the Reclamation 
Service, and to the duties of this position he devoted himself for two years. At the end of this 
time he returned to the Tracy Engineering Company to become field superintendent of the San 
Francisco district in which capacity he was in full charge of many important projects. Under his 
direction the trunk line pumping stations of the Associate Pipe Line Company were constructed 



from Fellows to Porte Costa, California, necessitating the erection of sixteen condensing, high 
pressure oil pumping plants, of one thousand horse-power each. The accomplishment of this 
difficult task added greatly to Mr. Carr s already high reputation, and he became known as one of 
the most able men in his profession.  
 
From 1911 to 1915 he remained as mechanical engineer and field superintendent for the Tracy 
company, in charge, for the most part, of the design and construction of high duty steam and 
water pumping plants in California, Nevada, Arizona, and New Mexico. In the latter year he 
designed the special apparatus for the United Eastern Mining Company of Oatman, Arizona. In 
1916, Mr. Carr became factory superintendent for the American Cement Products Company, was 
in charge of the design and construction of the new factory buildings and special machinery, and 
later, in complete charge of factory operation and production. During 1916 and 1917, he was also 
retained to assist in remodeling a three hundred ton concentrating mill for the Tungsten Mines 
Company, of Bishop, California, a task of great difficulty which he discharged most efficiently.  
 
When the United States entered the World War, Mr. Carr offered his services to the Government. 
When his application for a commission in the Engineers Officers Reserved Corps was refused 
because of broken arches, as was also his application for a commission in the navy, he then tried 
to enter the enlisted ranks as a soldier, but again without success. Since he was unable to get into 
the government service through these channels, but being determined to serve in some capacity, 
he took the examination and received a Second Assistant Marine Engineer’s License for 
condensing vessels of an unlimited tonnage, which was the highest rating possible to obtain 
without five years’ service at sea. His further application for an engineer s position in the 
transport service was accepted, but just as he was assigned to his ship, the Armistice terminated 
hostilities.  
 
After the final conclusion of the war, Mr. Carr became associated with Mr. H.  
N. Tracy, of the Tracy Engineering Company, in the development of a line of patents covering a 
new ore treating process, which proved a marked advance on the older methods in use at the 
time. Finally, in 1920, he was chosen valuation engineer for the Ford, Bacon and Davis 
Company, of New York, in charge of all field and office work in the appraisal of the mechanical 
equipment in the trunk line oil pumping stations of the Standard Oil Company of California, a 
highly important task. In the following year he established himself as an independent consulting 
engineer, chiefly in isolated oil pumping station design. Among other important tasks, he was 
retained as mechanical and construction engineer with the Pan American Petroleum and 
Transport Company in the building of their new refinery at Watson on Los Angeles harbor. In 
1926, Mr. Carr became associated with the Los Angeles Bureau of Power and Light as 
mechanical and steam engineer, to have charge of the steam engineering work in the construction 
of the proposed steam plant. Plans were delayed time after time by legal difficulties, and in 
consequence the plant was never built, but this association was continued until the time of Mr. 
Carr s death, which occurred at Los Angeles on January 19, 1928.  
 
As early as 1910, Mr. Carr was elected a full member of the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers, and in 1918 he was elected a certified member of the American Association of 
Engineers. In 1926 he became an engineer member of the American Military Engineers.  



He was active in the work of these bodies, and was always held in the highest esteem by the men 
of his profession. In the quarter- century of his distinguished career, tragically shortened by an 
early death, fully twenty-three years were spent in responsible executive positions in charge of 
difficult and important work. During these years he designed and installed structural steel, 
reinforced concrete, wooden structures and other buildings necessary in the engineering 
construction work in which he was engaged. He made original designs for and installed steam 
and electrical apparatus, and machinery of the largest types. The scale of his activities may be 
seen from the fact that in one enterprise he successfully moved intact four fifty-five thousand 
barrel steel oil tanks weighing over a hundred tons each. This task is seldom attempted by oil 
company engineers, as they are inclined to believe it cannot be done. This was done at his own 
risk, the Associated Pipe Line Company not being willing to assume the responsibility, feeling 
that it was impossible. Mr. Carr’s quiet but immovable determination knew no obstacles to 
success, and triumphed over every difficulty which beset him. In the very solidity and 
permanence of his achievements he has built a lasting memorial to his fame.  
 
 
 
KOONS, HENRY HAYNES, M. D., Leading Professional and Business Man Dual success as 
physician and business man with a constructive share in the advancement both of his profession 
and of important business interests made the late Dr. Henry Haynes Koons, of Los Angeles, 
California, an outstanding figure. To those acquainted only with his achievements, he seemed to 
tower above other men in force and intellectual ability, in public spirit, in leadership. To those 
who knew him personally, he was the gentlest, most democratic, and most sincere of men, 
unconscious of his own power and influence, considerate always of the welfare of others. The 
truest spirit of service was his. It was this spirit which led him to adopt the great humanitarian  
profession of medicine, and to practice it with a devotion to scientific knowledge and with a 
sympathy for human weaknesses which played an almost equal part in his endless opportunities 
for doing good. Few physicians have served with greater distinction or with more faithfulness to 
the highest medical standards. When ill-health interrupted the work he so loved, Dr. Koons 
turned hopefully to other fields of endeavor and made his mark as a sagacious and far-sighted 
business man and a highly successful oil operator.  
 
The lineage of Dr. Koons is an interesting one, and upon the inherited foundation of such integral 
virtues as honesty, industry, and community helpfulness, he built well. His great-great 
grandfather, Daniel Koons, was born on May 14, 1767 or 1770, and grew up in the soul-trying 
times of the Revolutionary War and recovery from its destructive course. His eventful life came 
to an end just after the mid-years of the nineteenth century, when he died at New Columbus, 
Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, January 23, 1858. He was a sturdy pioneer, one of those early 
Americans who gave to the section in which he spent his maturer years the imprint of his own 
honest and aspiring nature. He married Susanna Brown, who was born March 10, 1775, and died 
in January, 1856. Their son, the Hon. John Koons, was born in Monroe County, Pennsylvania, 
August 23, 1795, and died in New Columbus, in 1878. A pioneer of that city, he did much for the  
upbuilding of the community and the sur rounding country. He was commissioned Associate 
Judge of the Circuit Court and was a popular and highly-respected officer of justice in whose 
integrity and ability there was general confidence. At various periods also he was postmaster and 
justice of the peace, the while furthering his private mercantile enterprise, which prospered and 



rendered important service to the community. He was in every way instrumental in forwarding 
the industrial, educational and religious and commercial life of the county. The Hon. John Koons 
married, on June 21, 1819, Anna Andrus Fellows. They were the parents of seven sons and 
daughters, among whom was Mark Lafayette Koons, father of Dr. Koons. Mark L. Koons was a 
highly prosperous Pennsylvania manufacturer, one of those early industrialists who laid the 
foundation for the economic standing of Pennsylvania to-day. He established the firm of Koons 
Brothers, well known paper manufacturers, whose mills were located at Huntington  
Mills, Pennsylvania. Mark L. Koons married, in Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania, October 14, 
1858, Adelaide Warner, daughter of Dr. James Sidney Warner, whose inborn aptitude for his 
profession and whose distinguished career as physician and surgeon no doubt influenced the 
grandson, who resembled him in mind and body.  
 
Henry Haynes Koons, product of this sound and public-spirited line of ancestors, was born in 
New Columbus, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, January 14, 1867, son of Mark Lafayette and 
Adelaide (Warner) Koons. He early displayed the lovable and admirable traits which became 
more and more salient as he matured, and he was destined to reflect honor on his honorable line. 
He was an excellent student while studying at the Huntington Mills Academy in Pennsylvania 
and while preparing for college at the Ann Arbor (Michigan) High School. He matriculated at the 
University of Michigan in 1885 and pursued literary and scientific studies there for three years. 
Circumstances then intervened and postponed for a few years his preparation for the profession 
for which he was fitted by nature the study of medicine. However, after a lapse of some years, he 
determined upon such a career and entered the University of Pennsylvania to fit himself for the 
profession, attending medical college from 1893 to 1897. Again he proved himself a receptive 
and faithful student, for when he received the degree of Doctor of Medicine in 1897, he was able 
to carry off the prize of internship at the University Hospital, secured by his success in 
competitive examination following his excellent student standing throughout his college course. 
For nearly two years he enjoyed the advantages of this internship. In 1898, he accepted an 
appointment to the staff of Howard Hospital at Philadelphia, where he did special work for 
several months. Nor did he consider himself fitly prepared for the profession so high in his 
esteem, so vastly important to his fellow men, until he had studied in various medical centers 
abroad.  
 
It was, then, as a young physician of remarkably thorough and up-to-date training and experience 
that Dr. Koons began his private practice as physician and surgeon in Beaver Meadows, 
Pennsylvania. Small wonder that his expanding powers cried for a broader field of service. He 
soon sought this goal in the West. At the turn of the century, in 1900, Dr. Koons registered for 
practice in California, though he did not immediately settle there. He was called to Pearce, 
Arizona, in an emergency, to take charge of a typhoid fever epidemic. His success was so 
marked and his impression of that part of the country so favor able that he decided to locate 
there, and for the greater part of the next five years he practiced at Pearce and Tombstone, 
Arizona, and was extremely busy with his consultations and with the hospital at Tombstone, 
which he established and conducted. For a brilliant young surgeon to respond to the great need 
for a well-trained physician in this sparsely settled and remote region proved unselfish devotion 
to the cause of humanity and to the higher ideals of the noble profession he had adopted.  
 
In 1906, when he opened offices in Los Angeles, he found that his reputation had preceded him.  



He was regarded as a keen diagnostician, a thorough-going student of his cases from every angle, 
with almost an inspired faculty for dealing successfully with the most diverse and difficult 
physical problems, and he was welcomed as a potentially useful citizen of the most desirable 
caliber. He soon built up an extensive practice in internal medicine and in surgery. Until ill 
health forced his retirement from professional life in 1924, Dr. Koons steadily practiced these 
two branches of his profession. He became one of the most distinguished members of his 
profession in Southern California, a position conceded him throughout the State. He considered 
his personal convenience or safety as nothing when professional duty was involved, and year 
after year he gave of himself without stint in the alleviation of human suffering and the warfare 
against disease, wearing himself out in this selfless service. Dr. Koons gave not only his expert 
professional knowledge to his patients, but he gave his tender and understanding sympathy, his 
fine encouragement, his warm affection. Small wonder that he drained his strength and found it 
necessary to give up the profession which made such excessive demands on body and spirit. 
With a courage and ability really remarkable in a member of the learned professions, he turned 
his attention to business after his enforced abandonment of medicine and made a phenomenal 
success of his ventures. He was keenly interested in oil developments, and prospered in that 
growing department of modern business, and he branched out in various commercial lines, in all 
of which he found success. Here, too, he won the hearty respect and liking of the men with 
whom he came in contact. For Dr. Koons to promote a project was to insure general confidence 
in it, and with reason, for his single-minded devotion to an enterprise, sound in his judgment, 
was bound to bring success. As he had become one of the foremost physicians in Los Angeles, 
so he came to be a leading business man and citizen.  
 
His public spirit equaled his professional interest in humanity. He frequently demonstrated the 
true love he bore for his country and his willingness to aid in time of need. As a young man, 
during the period of the Spanish-American War, he volunteered as lieutenant surgeon of the 
Seventh Pennsylvania Regiment, serving in 1898 and 1899. In the World War his services as an 
experienced surgeon were freely offered and eagerly accepted. He was commissioned captain in 
the United States Army and stationed at Base Hospital, No. 1, Fort Sam Houston, Texas, in June, 
1918. Dr. Koons received his final discharge on October 4, 1919. Thereafter he was 
commissioned major in the Medical Reserve Corps of the United States Army.  
 
The scope and soundness of his professional knowledge and his zeal for keeping abreast of new 
developments joined forces in promoting Dr. Koons interest in medical societies. He belonged to 
the American Medical Association, the Los Angeles County Medical Association, the California 
Medical Association, Southern California Medical Association, and the D. Hayes Agnews 
Surgical Society of the University of Pennsylvania. His professional colleagues generally 
respected his brain and knowledge, and one and all succumbed to the personal charm and 
courtesy displayed to great and small alike, a delicate and discriminating consideration for the 
feelings of others based on his innate kindness and delicacy of feeling. Such a man was bound to 
be popular in all sorts of organizations and to be constantly sought for membership. He was a 
member of the Sylvania Lodge, No. 354, Free and Accepted Masons, and in this Order was a 
member of many higher bodies, including the Commandery, No. 9, of the Knights Templar, and  
the El Zariba. Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He was a member, 
also, of the University Club of Los Angeles, the California Yacht Club, the Athletic Club of Los 
Angeles, and the Hollywood Country Club.  



 
In 1916, Dr. Henry Haynes Koons married Louise Brewer Carr, member of one of the oldest and 
best known of California families, daughter of Larkin W. and Artha Linda (Armstrong) Carr, and 
granddaughter of the Hon. Jesse D. Carr (q. v.), who organized the Port of San Francisco and 
acted as its first collector. Mrs. Koons herself is very well known and popular in the club 
activities and public affairs of California. Charmingly gifted as a musician, she uses her talents 
now only in the circle of her own friends, for she has given up concert work and music to devote 
herself to civic affairs and home duties. Among her numerous interests may be mentioned 
significant contributions to the progress of the cooperative marketing problem and the walnut 
growing industry of California. Movements for civic betterment in Los Angeles have also 
benefited greatly through her services. Mrs. Koons was thoroughly in sympathy with her 
husband in all his work and fully shared the interests of his life, their companionship being so 
deep and true as to bring happiness to themselves and inspiration to the large circle of friends 
who came into their hospitable home and watched the unfolding of their love and its beneficent 
influence.  
 
Dr. Koons died October 23, 1929, to the great grief of the community which knew and loved this 
fine and gentle spirit. He was beloved of every one who knew him, for all realized the rare 
combination of strength and sweetness which was the essence of his character. Success roused 
no pride in the soul of this most democratic of men. He rejoiced only at the increased opportunity 
for doing good, and he moved about among friends, acquaintances, and strangers, a man of mark, 
charming, gracious, polished, as without aggressiveness as he was without egoism and pride. To 
know him was to love him. His career was honorable and successful; his memory is enshrined in 
the hearts of those who knew him, and the record of his professional and public achievements isa 
part of the history of Los Angeles and California.  
 


